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SUBJECT:  MGSFOl  APRIL  30  UPDATE  ON  JAPAN'S  RESPONSE  TO  HlNl  OUTBREAK 

REF:  A)  TOKYO  965;  B)  TOKYO  982;  C)  TOKYO  993 

This  Message  is  Sensitive  but  Unclassified.  Please  handle 
accordingly. 

J.1 . (SBU)  Summary:  No  human  cases  of  swine  flu  have  been  reported  in 
Japan.  The  Health  Minister  said  Japan  remains  at  pandemic  alert 
level  one  and  will  increase  the  number  of  "fever  clinics"  within 
hospitals,  bolster  antiviral  stocks,  and  accelerate  vaccine 
production.  The  Health  Ministry  instructed  local  health  officials 
to  report  all  cases  bearing  HlNl  symptoms  to  its  central  information 
center.  The  Agriculture  Ministry  announced  blanket  inspections  on 
all  live  hog  imports,  but  said  the  GOJ  has  no  plans  to  test  or  ban 
imports  of  pork  meat.  End  summary. 

J.2 . (U)  As  of  April  30,  2009  1700  local  time,  no  human  cases  of  Type 

A HlNl  influenza  have  been  reported  in  Japan. 

J.3 . (SBU)  Officials  at  the  Ministry  of  Health,  Labor,  and  Welfare 
(MHLW)  said  quarantine  officers  are  wearing  protective  suits  when 
boarding  flights  arriving  from  HlNl  affected  countries.  Local 
officials  said  Sapporo  and  Fukuoka  airport  authorities  are 
conducting  enhanced  health  screening  procedures  on  international 
arrivals.  The  Foreign  Ministry  confirmed  Mexican  citizens  now 
require  visas  to  enter  Japan. 

^4.  (U)  In  response  to  the  WHO's  decision  to  raise  its  pandemic 

alert  to  Phase  5,  Health  Minister  Masuzoe  told  the  press  April  30 
the  GOJ  remains  at  Stage  One  and  will  continue  to  implement  measures 
according  its  pandemic  action  plan.  Masuzoe  announced  the  GOJ  will 
increase  the  number  of  "fever  clinics"  within  hospitals,  increase 
antiviral  stockpiles,  and  accelerate  vaccine  production. 

J.5 . (SBU)  The  MHLW  announced  it  sent  a notice  to  local  governments 
April  29  with  instructions  for  medical  institutions  to  report  to 
MHLW's  infectious  disease  information  center  at  the  earliest  stage 


all  cases  bearing  symptoms  similar  to  HlNl  influenza.  Local  health 
stations  are  required  to  obtain  virus  samples  from  any  such  case  to 
forward  to  the  Japanese  National  Institute  of  Infectious  Diseases 
for  confirmation,  according  to  an  MHLW  statement. 

Vo.  (SBU)  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Forestry,  and  Fisheries  (MAFF) 
officials  said  MAFF  began  inspections  of  all  live  hog  imports  April 
30  as  part  of  the  GOJ's  domestic  HlNl  surveillance  efforts.  MAFF 
officials  added  the  opposition  Democratic  Party  of  Japan  may  propose 
a ban  on  live  hog  imports.  Japanese  officials  assured  emboffs  Japan 
has  no  plans  to  ban  or  test  imports  of  pork  meat.  (Note:  Japan 
imported  $248,000  in  live  hogs  from  the  U.S.  in  2008,  mainly  for 
breeding  purposes.  Annual  U.S.  pork  meat  exports  to  Japan  total 
$1.5  billion.  End  Note). 

J.7 . (SBU)  Japanese  companies  continue  to  announce  actions  to 
minimize  the  movement  of  staff  in  Mexico.  Kyushu  Electric  Power  is 
repatriating  families  of  staff  in  Mexico,  according  to  local  press 
reports . 
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